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EDITORSPEAKé     Email Trevor at littlebarton@actrix.gen.nz 
 

In my haste to get the January magazine out, what with Xmas, New Year and visiting family all intervening, I 
plain forgot the most important thing I had marked on my to do list, that is to thank all those who make this 
magazine possible. So, somewhat belatedly, my sincere personal thanks to all those who have contributed 
to making the 2018 magazines a, hopefully, interesting and eclectic read for you. From young Jack Cleland, 
through Jeff B, the Manfeild team, Deascie, Richard B and Murray S to our inspirational leader (have I 
forgotten anyone??), I thank you all. I am however going to single out one person for special mention, and 
ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ oldest member of the scribbling team, Russell Harris. Mate, without your input every month, this 
would be a very quick read indeedȢ (Ï× ÙÏÕ ÍÁÎÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÉÔ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ×ȟ ÂÕÔ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ Á ÍÁÒÖÅÌȟ 
consistently contributing over 10,000 words each and every month. )ȭÍ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÓÐÅÁË ÆÏÒ ÅÖÅÒÙ single 
reader when I say we are hugely indebted to you. Your breadth of knowledge and intimate writing style do 
so much to make the magazine what it is. 

4ÒÁÄÅ -Å ÉÓ Á ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÔÈÉÎÇ ȣȣȢ iÔ ÉÓȟ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÉÔȩȩ  )ÔȭÓ ÇÏÔ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ȰÓÔÕÆÆȱ ÆÏÒ ÓÁÌÅȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÅÎ 
ÙÏÕÒ ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÂÏÏËÓ ÉÔȭÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÉÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÄÄ ÂÁÒÇÁÉÎ ÏÒ Ô×Ï (ÏÒ Υ ÏÒ Φ ÏÒ ȣȢ ÂÕÔ ÓÓÈÈÈÈȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÅÌÌ 
Colleen) ÔÈÁÔ ÐÏÐÓ ÕÐȢ )ȭÖÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ "ÒÏ×Î Ⱦ -ÁÔÈÅÓÏÎ Ⱦ +ÉÄÂÙ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ Ȱ4ÈÅ 'ÒÅÁÔ 0ÅËÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
Paris %ØÐÅÄÉÔÉÏÎȱ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ΣΫΡΩ ÁÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÒÅ-enacted a few years back by a bunch of 
blokes in 100 year old cars the same as those originally used. Of course, ÉÎ ÃÁÓÅ ÙÏÕ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ËÎÏ×ȟ there is an 
MCC tie-in. Ex Manfeild Board member and then Manfeild CEO Chris Boyle was one of the intrepid 
adventurers involved. Chris and Mick Matheson were on the most absurdly unlikely entry, a replica of the 
tandem seat Contal 3 wheeler. Even with a more modern powerplant than the original, he is a considerably 
braver man than me!! (PS ÔÈÁÔȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓ ÃÌÅÖÅÒÌÙ ÄÉÓÇÕÉÓÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÆÌÙ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÄÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ,( picture). 

 

So, I read that the latest madcap NZTA scheme is to saddle the Saddle Road with a blanket 60kph speed 
ÌÉÍÉÔȢ )ÔȭÓ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÓÁÆÅÒ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÁÙȟ ÃÉÔÉÎÇ Án 88% increase in accidents as the reason. Does no-one in that 
entire department have the wherewithal to look at the slightly bigger picture and realise that the accident 
increase is possibly just a natural reflection of the 3400% increase in traffic volume (their figures)?? 
Whatever happened to using a little common sense??  

!ÎÄ ȣȣ ) ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ ÉÔ!! Apparently it will add mere seconds to the average journey over the hill. 
In that case and given the huge increase in traffic volumes on a road not designed to cater for it, and the 

é 
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very small relative increase in the accident rate, I would have thought that it showed that people were 
being commendably careful, sensible, and driving very much to the conditions, so why make any changes?? 
But then what would I know??  

!ÎÄ ×ÈÉÌÅ )ȭÍ ÔÁËÉÎÇ Á ÐÏÔ ÁÔ ÍÙ ÆÁÖÏÕÒÉÔÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȟ ) ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÉÓÓÕÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔÓ 
saying that if the big slip in the Gorge stabilises then they will look at spending a fortune to fix it. WHY?? 
There will be (should be / may be) a new highway by then, and the choice of two alternative routes, the 
Pahiatua Track and the current Saddle Road. Although these alternatives are council owned, NZTA are 
currently paying for their maintenance while they remain the only East West links. Surely a similar case 
could be argued if ever the new road was closed?? It just defies all logic that I can see. 

I gave Auckland Transport a bouquet last month, I will give them half of one this month. Our local roads 
have just been the recipient of some of the extra fuel tax money that we pay, by way of a whole bunch of 
new road signs and chevrons. We have been Ȭsafetyisedȭ apparently. Awesome, hopefully the signage will 
keep the errant tourists from denting our picturesque countryside and hurting themselves in the process. 
"ÕÔȢ !ÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÂÉÔ ÏÆ Á ÂÉÇ ÂÕÔȢ )ȭÍ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÉÔÅÒÉÁ ÕÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ said chevrons, 
because it has all the hallmarks of being done totally by remote control. Many ARE placed on the more 
difficult corners, many are not. Some of the corners that locals know as dodgy still have no signage at all. 
Take a look at the photos and judge for yourself if these corners are worth spending so much money on. 

 

-Ù ÐÏÉÎÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÕÃÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ȰÓÁÆÅÔÙȱ ×ÏÒË ÁÐÐÅÁÒÓ ÔÏ be a dumbing down exercise ÁÎÄ )ȭÍ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ 
concerned that if you follow this path to its (ill) logical conclusion we will have absolutely no driver personal 
responsibility at all and a road architecture resembling a computer game, with chevrons on every corner, 
just no reset button for when it inevitably goes wrong.  

I note also that AT and the Police have solved the Red Light Camera saga whereby the Police claimed that 
they could only monitor half of the 12 current red light cameras due to technology limits. In a statement 
from the Police it appears the problem has been resolved by staff becoming more flexible. I wonder if they 
sent them to yoga or Tai Chi? 

A busy February coming up, with the NZGP weekend and then the February Flatfoot IRC race weekend. And 
just recently announced a wonderful opportunity for Manawatu locals to watch the NZGP racing on the 
cheap - see Julieȭs Manfeild report for details and the link. 

4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÉÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÅȢ 2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÅ ÒÕÂÂÅÒ ÓÉÄÅ ÄÏ×Î 

TW 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 2019       

 

FEBRUARY 2019 

Friday 8th  NZ Grand Prix Test Day 

Saturday 9th  NZGP Race Day 

Sunday 10th  NZGP Race Day 

Friday 22nd  February Flatfoot Test Day 

Saturday 23rd  February Flatfoot IRC Race Day 1 

Sunday 24th   February Flatfoot IRC Race Day 2 

 

MARCH 2019 

Sunday 3rd  Manji March Drift Practice, Hard Park & Tutoring 

 

APRIL 2019 

Saturday 6th  Track Day Series Round 1 

Sunday 7th  Mitre 10 MEGA Sumer Race Series Round 3 (FINAL) 

 

MAY 2019 

Saturday 4th  Alfa May Madness (AROC) 

Sunday 10th  Mitre 10 MEGA SRS Prize Giving 

Saturday 25th  Drift Tutoring Session  

 

JUNE 2019 

Saturday 1st  Test Day & Drift Practice 

Sunday 2nd Winter Series Race Meeting Round 1 

Sunday 16th  Manfeild Full Track Bent Sprint 4.5 km 

 

JULY 2019 

Saturday 7th  Test Day 3km / Drifting Tutoring 1.5km 

Sunday 8th  Winter Series Race Meeting Round 2 

Sunday 21st   Track Day Series Round 2 
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AUGUST 2019 

Saturday 3rd  Test Day & Drift Practice 

Sunday 4th  Winter Series Race Meeting Round 3 

Sunday 18th  Back Track Motorkhana & Autocross 

Saturday 31st  Test Day 3km / Drifting Tutoring 1.5km 

 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

Sunday 1st  Winter Series Race Meeting Round 4 

Sunday 15th  Track Day Series Round 3 

 

OCTOBER 2019 

Saturday 12th  Drift Practice 

Saturday 19th  OctoberFAST Day 1 

Sunday 20th  OctoberFAST Day 2 

 

NOVEMBER 2019 

Saturday 2nd  ShowVember 

Sunday 3rd  Track Day Series Round 4 

Friday 15th  MG Classic Test Day 

Saturday 16th  MG Classic Race Meeting 

Sunday 17th  MG Classic Race Meeting 

 

DECEMBER 2019 

Saturday 7th  MCC Club Fun Day 

Sunday 8th  Sumer Race Series Round 1 
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Manawatu Car Club  
71st Annual General Meeting  

 

The AGM is to be held at the Manawatu Car Club Clubrooms 
120 Kawa Kawa Road, Feilding 

Wednesday, 13th February 2019 @ 7.30 pm sharp. 
 

All financial members should attend. 
This is the most important meeting of the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ȱ4ÒÁÃË Ǫ 9ÁËȱ 

Time:    7pm to 9pm 

Date:    Tuesday 12th February 2019.  

Place:    Rose and Crown Olde English Pub, Terrace End Carpark, Palmerston North 

Why not pop down and have a chat about what is happening on and off of the 

race track! 
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MCC COMMITTEE 
 

 

  

 
            

           President: Richie Arber - 027 2900 668                     Vice President / Treasurer: Tim Wilde    - 0274 729 664 

        Email: president@manawatucarclub.org.nz                           Email: accounts@manawatucarclub.org.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

Club Secretary / Events Manager: Jeff Braid - 027 477 3337 

Email: info@manawatucarclub.org.nz  

Your Committee: 

 

                                     

 
         Jill Hogg                             Graeme Bretherton                    Jaron Olivecrona                     Greg Brown 

                                       

                       
         Gareith Stanley                  Aaron Walker              Phillip Keith           Kaye Flannagan           Gerald Watson 

 

Club Advisors: 

 

                                                  

 

 

                                                                 Kerry Halligan                             Noel Beale   

 

Club Patrons: Robert Lester, Terry Rush, Russell Harris. 
 

Life Members: Steve Bond, Brian Davies, Dave Hayward, Sir Pat Higgins, Robert Lester, Wendy Lester, Vern 

Marshall, Warren Masters, Marion Prisk, Terry Rush, Murray Starnes, Trevor Weir, Alan White, Raymond 

Bennett.  
 

Archivists: Terry Rush, Jill Hogg, Russell Harris 
 

MCC Magazine Editor: Trevor Weir 

mailto:president@manawatucarclub.org.nz
mailto:accounts@manawatucarclub.org.nz
mailto:info@manawatucarclub.org.nz
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FROM THE PRESIDENTS PENé 

 

January was a strange month for me, having had a fair bit of time off over the past couple of years with 

crap health I worked through the Xmas / New Yearȭs period and right through January letting others around 

me take some much needed time off. When everyone came back to work and all of our customers and 

suppliers opened their doors for the first full week of the New Year it seemed that everyone was in a 

grumpy mood, the time off hadnȭt regenerated their batteries and they came back to workloads as big as 

they had in the supposedly silly season before Xmas. While of the face of it this is not a bad thing (too be 

busy that is) many hoped to ease into the New Year but this did not happen. Staffing levels that were 

under-staffed before Xmas because good qualified staff just couldnȭt be found, were still under-staffed 

after Xmas, the hope that things would be a touch quieter to help those issues just didnȭt happen hence 

everyone was on edge again and pushing the limits of both mind and body. Since the 14th Jan I have heard 

many a time from many different people that it doesnȭt seem like they had a break at allȣ 

So why is this???  

Well one theory that was explained to me over the past couple of years made sense to me and it might to 

you also. I was unfortunate enough to have a bad motorbike accident a few years back, broke lots of things 

that were of a physical nature (bones) but I also broke my brain! The first point of contact with the hard 

asphalt road was with my head and shoulder, from about 60kph to a dead stop! The hospital fixed the 

broken bits, hey they missed a snapped clean in half L1 vertebrae but thatȭs a whole other story, but no one 

mentioned the damage done to the brain. I went home to lay up for a few weeks and wondered why I could 

not sleep, why I was having really bad mood swings, severe headaches and pain in my eyes when watching 

tv, looking at my phone or when I was out in the bright sunlight. I went to see a good friend of mine who 

works in this area of the body and told him everything that had happened so he did some testsȣ The first 

one I failed miserably, he did a couple more and I failed those as well, he didnȭt bother doing anymoreȣ a 

year later I was still failing the same tests despite doing a lot of work to help the issues at hand. 

In that time I learnt a lot about the human brain, how it can be its own master where you have absolutely 

no control over it, to how you can control it. One thing that I asked during one of my visits was that why 

does it feel like time is passing by so quickly, I meant at the time that it was my feeling but that everyone 

around me, both old and young, was also saying the same thingȣ He told me thisȣ The brain has evolved 

a lot slower than the modern world has in the last 100 years or so, it is currently wired to be alert and 

programming information for a certain number of hours per day, he said think of it as a computer that only 

has a limited amount of computing power and storage as that is what it is. We are pushing that boundary 

more and more with the likes of the use of cellphones, laptop computers, IPads etcȣ where we leave our 

place of work (where we have used a good percentage of that computing power) only to go home and 

jump straight on our phones, home computers etcȣ only to load more into our already overloaded 

computer (brain) and hence we when fall asleep the brain is still alert and is computing this information. So 

while we can wake up feeling physically ok because ÔÈÁÔȭÓ a different part of the brain, it feels like time is 

passing us by at a great rate of knots because our brains are more alert for longer periods over any given 

day. We talked about the difference between getting home and going outside to throw a ball around with 

the kids, or mowing the lawns and he said that this is stuff that you have learnt to do over the first couple 

of times you have done it, it is stored as a new program in the brain which the brain merely clicks on to 

activate and doesnȭt take a lot of brain power to run that program, but when you look at your cellphone or 

jump on the internet or watch TV you are seeing things usually for the first time which means the brain is 

more alert and working a lot harder than it does to say throw a ball around.  

Ever driven home from work and you have got home and thought shit how did I get here as you canȭt 

remember the drive home? Same thing, a program that has been learnt the first couple of times you did it 
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and hence doesnȭt take much brain power to do it again and again so sometimes the brain just goes into 

cruise mode, and while you are completely safe it just doesnȭt need to be 100% alert. 

Colours are like a drug for the brain, colours stimulate the brain into action, some more than others. Over 

that year after the accident I spent a lot of time in a dark room with no colour stimulation at all. Indeed 

changing the colour settings on my computer at work and home to black & white also helped, you can also 

do that on most cellphones too. Weird aye but it did help a lot. 

So you might be sitting there reading this and wondering what it has to do with Motorsport and the 

Manawatu Car Club, well probably nothing reallyȣ other than I like to share stuff and I know that it has 

been very busy, and continues to be so, for a lot of the MCC Family, so I guess I am saying that if you feel 

like life is passing at a faster rate than you would like it to go remember that you can master your own brain 

/ computer by giving it some time off occasionally.  

So what else happened in January? Well we had a great Drift day on the 6th January, a nice relaxed day 

where the guys and girls could blow out the cobwebs from Xmas / New 9ÅÁÒȭÓ. A week later on the 13th Jan 

we had our back track working bee day where we filled in all of the ruts on the corners of the back track 

and we waterblasted the clubrooms and pulled out all of the weeds in the gardens and sprayed the ones 

that didnȭt get pulled out! Thanks heaps to those half a dozen people that turned up to help out, it was truly 

appreciated. Jump forward another week and we had Round #2 of the Mitre 10 Mega Summer Race Series 

on Wellington Anniversary Weekend. It was a gamble to hold it on this weekend as some people head away 

for the weekend and donȭt come racing, but the number of entrants was good and the racing was even 

better . Practise, Qualifying and four Races all within six hours was awesome and put the pressure on both 

cars and drivers, but to finish and have a BBQ and a Beer just after 3pm and get home with time to mow the 

lawns made for a great day. At the Driverȭs Briefing on Sunday morning we announced some lucky winners, 

these winners were from the draw from the previous Round #1 in December and they won free entry into 

Round #2. They were all contacted just after Round #1 had finished and let know that they had free entry 

into the next round, so we wanted to make that public and did so at the Driverȭs Briefing. There was a draw 

for each Class and the winners were: Dean Curtis ɀ GT Cup / Simon Munro ɀ IB Cup / Trent Smith ɀ RS Cup / 

Leo Van Berkel ɀ SF Cup. At the same time we did these draws we did the Winter Series one as well, this 

was for the chance to win $500 and was drawn from a list of names of drivers who competed in every 

round of the 2018 Feilding Auto Electrical Winter Race Series. The winner was Craig Schofield who also 

happened to the Champion of Champions for the Series. Congrats!!! 

Jeff Braid and I have also spent a good period of time in January finalising things for the NZGP and our 

February Flatfoot Meeting, as well as getting things ready for the MCC AGM on the 13th February, and we 

have started the regs for the upcoming Winter Series, which should be out soon. Throw into this a bit of 

rejigging to some off the events scheduled for later in the year and the month of January went by very 

quickly indeed, but weȭre looking very well prepared for the year ahead and have lots of events, both on 

and off the track, locked and loaded in the MCC Calendar. 

So I do hope to see you at one of our events in February, remember If you want to put your name forward 

and join in on helping us run this awesome club then by all means print out the below form and fill it out 

and make sure that in accordance with our constitution, nominations shall be received by the Secretary no 

later than two (2) days prior to the AGM. Please also note that you must be a financial member of the 

Manawatu Car Club to be considered for any of the positions available on the night so please make sure 

your club membership is up to date. Return it to Jeff Braid by scanning and e-mailing it to 

info@manawatucarclub.org.nz or by posting it to: Manawatu Car Club, PO Box 542 Palmerston North 4410. 

Richie 

mailto:info@manawatucarclub.org.nz
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     VOTING FORM  
2019 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ELECTIONS  

Position : Vice  President  

Term: 2 Years - Re-election in 2021  

Nominee: 
 

Membership # Signed 

Nominated by: 
 

Membership # Signed 

Seconded by: 
 

Membership # Signed 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

     VOTING FORM  
2019 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ELECTIONS  

Position : Committee   

Term: 1 Year  

Nominee: 
 

Membership # Signed 

Nominated by: 
 

Membership # Signed 

Seconded by: 
 

Membership # Signed 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

     VOTING FORM  
2019 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ELECTIONS  

Position : Committee   

Term: 1 Year  

Nominee: 
 

Membership # Signed 

Nominated by: 
 

Membership # Signed 

Seconded by: 
 

Membership # Signed 
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MCC CLUB MEMBER OF THE MONTHé 

 
 
NAME: Denis Churcher 
 
BORN: June 1954 
 
OCCUPATION: Retired ς Motor Mechanic/Proprietor Pit Stop Napier 
 
RACE CAR: MX5 Series Car 
 
EVERYDAY DRIVE CAR: BMW 335i 
 
DREAM CAR: I already own it ς aȅ 5ŀŘΩǎ мфнф aƻŘŜƭ ! CƻǊŘ tƘŀŜǘƻƴ 
 
YOUR BEST MOMENT IN MOTORSPORT?   
Realising in my mid-sixties that I am still competitive with the younger guys in the MX 5 series. 
 
WHAT DID YOU WANT TO BE WHEN YOU GREW UP AND WHY?    
A Motor Mechanic ς if it had 4 wheels and an engine, I wanted to be involved. 
 
IF YOU COULD INVITE THREE PEOPLE TO DINNER, DEAD OR ALIVE, WHO WOULD THEY BE?     
Billy Connolly, Denny Hulme, Dean Martin 
 
WHO WOULD YOU PLAY IN A MOVIE?  
YŜǾƛƴ /ƻǎǘƴŜǊ ƛƴ ά5ŀƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ²ƻƭǾŜǎέ 
 
¢Iw99 ²hw5{ ¢I!¢ .9{¢ 59{/wL.9 ¸h¦Χ   
Laid back, loyal, competitive 
 
IF YOU WERE A VEHICLE, WHAT WOULD IT BE, AND WHY?     
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŎŀǊΣ LΩŘ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ wƻƭƭǎ wƻȅŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘ όōȅ ŎǊŀŦǘǎƳŜƴύΣ ŀƭƭƻȅ ōƻŘȅ 
(so no cancer) and there would always be someone willing to polish your shiny bits! 
 
WHAT IS YOUR SECRET VICE?   
I really enjoy a bowl of Weetbix at about 9.30 for supper. 
 
t9ht[9 ²h¦[5 .9 {¦wtwL{95 ¢h Ybh² ¢I!¢Χ   
I have 3 brothers and 1 sister who are all ƳƻǘƻǊǎǇƻǊǘ ŎǊŀȊȅ ΧΧ ǿƘƻƳ L ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳŜǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ǿŀǎ рл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΗΗΗ 
(Long story but a good one) 
 
C!±h¦wL¢9 v¦h¢9Χ  
άLǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎέ 
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GRID TORQUEé     Email Russell at rwh2727@gmail.com 
 
Excitement machine cleared to race. The entry list for this yearȭÓ &ÅÉÌÄÉÎÇ !ÕÔÏ %ÌÅÃÔÒÉÃÁÌ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ 3ÅÒÉÅÓ ÃÏÕÌÄ 
have the biggest spectator attraction for more than decade on the grid. The car is the only one of its type in 
this country and the owner/driver recently received the necessary Log Book following a few alterations to 
ÍÅÅÔ ÔÈÅ .Å× :ÅÁÌÁÎÄ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ ÁÒÅÁÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÁÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ȬÓÐÅÃÉÁÌȭ ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÙȣ 

Busy time. The past six weeks have been all work and little play for the Bells. Only a relatively short time 
after taking over the Waitahanui Lodge came the busiest period of the year when everyone seems to take 
their holiday and everyone seems headed for Lake Taupo as 
their destination of choice. The popularity of the Lodge is 
great from a business perspective, but there are some 
aspects that are very ÄÅÍÁÎÄÉÎÇȢ )Î ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÔÈÅ 
Lodge must be one of the few remaining accommodation 
ÐÌÁÃÅÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÈÅÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ Á ×ÏÏÄ ÂÕÒÎÉÎÇ Ȭ×ÅÔ-
ÂÁÃËȭ ÆÉÒÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÅÁÎÓ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ 
the early risers in the cabins can turn on a hot tap and get 
what they expect! Little (?) things like that are very much 
ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÑÕÅÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÁÒÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÃÅȣ 

The great escape. Getting away from it all is not easy for 
!ÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ "ÒÏÎȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÌÌ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÓÅÉÚÉÎÇ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȢ ! ×ÁÒÍ 
calm evening, a smooth ÌÁËÅȟ ÁÌÌ ÉÓ ÑÕÉÅÔȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ Á 
ȬÃÒÕÉÓÅȭ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÄÇÅ ÄÉÎÇÈÙ ×ÉÔÈ #ÏÍÍÏÄÏÒÅ !ÎÔÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
helm. Out on the water taking in the serenity of it all, 
maybe taking the fishing rods in the hope of catching a 
ÔÒÏÕÔȟ ÍÁÙÂÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ȬÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÆÅȭȢ 4ÉÍe outs are a 
ÖÅÒÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÁÓÐÅÃÔ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȣ 

But sadly the Mini is languishing in the shed, and with time 
a very precious commodity, it has been offered for a 
reluctant sale. Great buying for someone looking for an 
awesome all round car for the FAE Winter Series - 
https://www.trademe.co.nz/motors/specialist-
cars/competition-cars/auction-
1890325403.htm?rsqid=3029e1509fe34d32bd5076d6c8f8a6
12  

Employed again. When 2018 ended Kiwi drivers Haydon Paddon, Brendon Hartley and Richie Stanaway 
ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÕÌÌ ÔÉÍÅ ÃÏÎÔÒÁÃÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÊÏÂ ÈÕÎÔÉÎÇȢ "ÒÅÎÄÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÎÁÍÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
Porsche factory squad but with an unspecified role and is looking at options. Hayden will not be contesting 
ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 7ÏÒÌÄ 2ÁÌÌÙ #ÈÁÍÐÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ ÓÅÁÔ ÁÔ (ÙÕÎÄÁÉ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÁËÅÎ ÂÙ ÎÉÎÅ-time WRC champion 
Sébastian Loeb. Out of nowhere came the news that Richie had struck gold and been signed by Garry 
Rogers Motorsport to continue his career in the Virgin Australia Supercar Championship, albeit driving a ZB 

Holden Commodore and not the new Ford 
Mustang. Richie replaces Garth Tander who moves 
to Red Bull Triple Eight to take over from Earl 
Bamber as co-driver for Shane van Gisbergen in 
the Pirtek Enduro Cup races. The GRM cars will 
also have a new livery with BOOST Mobile 
Ó×ÉÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ (24Ȣ 3Ï ÔÈÁÔȭÓ 2ÉÃÈÉÅ 3ÔÁÎÁ×ÁÙ 
sorted, Brendon is currently finalising his plans, 
can someone somewhere find something for 
(ÁÙÄÅÎȢ (ÉÓ ÓÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÁÌÅÎÔ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ×ÁÓÔÅÄȣ 

https://www.trademe.co.nz/motors/specialist-cars/competition-cars/auction-1890325403.htm?rsqid=3029e1509fe34d32bd5076d6c8f8a612
https://www.trademe.co.nz/motors/specialist-cars/competition-cars/auction-1890325403.htm?rsqid=3029e1509fe34d32bd5076d6c8f8a612
https://www.trademe.co.nz/motors/specialist-cars/competition-cars/auction-1890325403.htm?rsqid=3029e1509fe34d32bd5076d6c8f8a612
https://www.trademe.co.nz/motors/specialist-cars/competition-cars/auction-1890325403.htm?rsqid=3029e1509fe34d32bd5076d6c8f8a612
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NASCAR beckons? Not surprisingly American motorsport icon Roger Penske rates Scott McLaughlin very 
ÈÉÇÈÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ×ÉÎ ÉÎ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ !ÕÓÓÉÅ 3ÕÐÅÒÃÁÒ #ÈÁÍÐÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÓ ÔÈe time is right for the 
quick KÉ×É ÔÏ ÌÏÏË ÖÅÒÙ ÃÌÏÓÅÌÙ ÁÔ ÒÁÃÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÎÄ ÏÆ 5ÎÃÌÅ 3ÁÍȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ Ȭ4ÈÅ #ÁÐÔÁÉÎȭ ÁÎÙ 3ÔÁÔÅÓÉÄÅ 
ÍÏÖÅ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÉÎÔÏ .!3#!2ȟ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÈÁÓ ÓÈÏ×Î ÉÔȭÓ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÂÙ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ 
lower down and working your way up the ladder into the major league. Penske want him there, McLaughlin 
×ÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÈÅÒÅȢ )ÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÉÍÇȣ   

The NASCAR dream. While Scott McLaughlin has the name, the talent and the backing to succeed if he 
races in America, a lesser known Kiwi 
ÄÒÉÖÅÒ ÈÁÓ ÈÁÄ Á ÂÒÉÅÆ ÔÁÓÔÅ ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÔȭÓ 
all about. Nine years ago Hayden 
Pederson won the SpeedSport 
Scholarship and his focus soon turned 
to furthering his racing career in the 
USA where he competed in the 2013 
and 2014 NASCAR Late Model Series 
with some success, recording fourteen 
Top 5 finishes in his first season. With 
each race costing the teenager $12,000 
ÔÏ ÒÕÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒȭÓ ÃÈÅÑÕÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ 
ΏΣΡȟΡΡΡ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÍÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÁÄÄ ÕÐ 
and showed that you need a very big 
bag of greenbacks to compete, even in 
Á ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÙ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÔÉÅÒÓ ÂÅÌÏ× 
the NASCAR Sprint Series. Dreams 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÃÏÍÅ ÃÈÅÁÐÌÙȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ 
ÃÏÍÅ ÔÒÕÅȣ     

Holiday over. Brendon and Sarah Hartley enjoyed a 
long break in their homeland over the holiday period, 
Xmas with families before crossing the Strait to enjoy 
ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈ )ÓÌÁÎÄȢ &ÉÒÓÔ ÃÁÍÅ Á ÆÅ× ÄÁÙÓ ÏÆ ȬÇÌÁÍÐÉÎÇȭ 
with friends at the Cable Bay Adventure Park situated 
15 minutes from central Nelson. The thousand acre 
park has no shortage of activities to choose from - 
quad biking, horse trekking, paint ball, an archery 
park, the 8-wheel Argo amphibious all-terrain vehicle 
and e-bike trails, with the biggest attraction being 
ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÌÏÎÇÅÓÔ ȬÆÌÙÉÎÇ ÆÏØȭȢ .ÁÍÅÄ ÔÈÅ Ȭ3ËÙ×ÉÒÅȭȟ 
the ride begins with 800 metres of gravity free-
wheeling reaching speeds of 100 kilometres an hour 
followed by another 800 metres at a slower pace. 
4ÈÅ ȬÃÁÒȭ ÓÅÁÔÓ ÆÏÕÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÃÒÏÓÓȟ ÁÄÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
excitement is the return ride being backwards, a 
scenic ride with a big shot of adrenaline! From Nelson 
the Hartleys continued exploring the southern roads in the comfort of the VW California camper - through 
the Buller Gorge, down the West Coast, through Haast Pass to Central Otago then back up the east coast, 
back across the Strait, a stop-over in Palmy with family, and finally back to Auckland where the versatile VW 
was returned to Giltraps. For Brendon it was back to Europe to finalise his 2019 programme, for Sarah there 
was a few more days with family and friends before heading to their home in Monaco. After the year they 
just ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙ ×ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÄÅÓÅÒÖÅÄȣ 

Important stop. Before flying out Brendon spent time at the Hampton Downs circuit for very good reason, 
big brother Nelson was back racing. For the first time in many years Nelson was back behind the wheel of a 
Formula Ford single-seater, a category that he knows well as he was runner-up for the New Zealand 


