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EDITORSPEAKΧ 

 
LΩǾŜ ƭŀǘŜƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀ άƴŜǿ ǘƻ ƳŜέ ōƻƻƪ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ 
άIƻǿ ǘƻ 5ǊƛǾŜ ŀ /ŀǊ ς ǘƘŜ bƛŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭέ 
written by the team at The Motor magazine in the 
UK, ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ мфнлΩǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ 
enlightening. For instance you got a licence by 
paying 5 shillings to the local or county council. You 
could then sally forth onto the roads - it was up to 
you to learn how to drive!! I guess that was the 
same here in the same period. The book deals in all 
aspects of driving, from the actual mechanics of 
controlling a (now vintage) car (hand throttle, 
advance/retard lever, central accelerator pedal, 
outside handbrake etcΧ) to dealing with other 
traffic, including trams, and policemen on points 
duty ς does anyone else still remember them or am 
I showing my age?? What struck me most 
throughout the book was the constant call for 
vigilance and consideration of all other road users. 
This is something that could be taken onboard by 
many of todays steerers (I ǿƻƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ 
simply because many are emphatically not). I know 
Ƴƻǎǘ WŀŦŦŀΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴy 
cases the problems are brought about by ignorant, 
self-entitled and discourteous knobs of both 
genders. As an example, merging from 2 lanes to 
one inevitably brings traffic to a standstill because 
ƛƴǾŀǊƛŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ 
will wait until the last minute to merge, because 
ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǌƛǎƪ ƭƻǎing a few car lengths, 
resulting in cars having to stop (or almost stop) to 
let them in. Bloody annoying for those that 
anticipate the lane closure and actually merge 
earlier while traffic is still moving.  

 

 
So my thought ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ 
dick. When you are on the road, be patient, we are 
usually all in a hurry however take the time to be 
courteous to others, smile at people όȅƻǳΩŘ be 
surprised how much that unsettles them!!), and 
generally just do the right thing. Especially if you are 
sporting a Manawatu Car Club sticker in the back 
window. 
 
While on the subject let me tell you a little story. 
We live at the end of a nicely twisty 35 kms of 
tarmac that threads its way up from Waiuku to the 
ǘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ŀ ǊƻŀŘΣ ǎƻƳŜ 
bits are wide and nice and flowing, others less so as 
the road follows the course of the original gravel. 
Having said that, it is entirely possible on a decent 
day to travel most of the way at 100kph without 
unduly distressing passengers or endangering other 
road users (in fact its probably easy enough to travel 
much quicker, ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōly confirm 
that because we all know you can only do that on 
the circuit or a private roadΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ we!!). There are 
some stunning views, both over the harbour and 
out to the ocean, and I enjoy it every time I use it. 
Sadly the road is also notorious for accidents, many 
serious, which happen with frightening regularity. I 
ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ 
wrong. LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ 
corners are very well marked. The latest was a head 
on where a woman and her very young son were 
sent to hospital by helicopter ς not nice, and the 
result of one vehicle crossing the centre line. Is it 
lack of basic car control, inattention, not driving to 
the conditions / your ability, lack of anticipation, 
driving under the influence of whatŜǾŜǊΣ ƻǊ ΧΦΦ ΚΚ Or 
are we, with our increasing health and safety 
mollycoddling breeding stupid?? I wish I knew as, 
being selfish, L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ sharing 
the road with these people.  
 
We all moan about the tourists, however I think we 
need to look a hell of a lot closer to home. Many of 
the accidents involve locals, which is a sad 
indictment. Do we need a different approach to the 
current licence system?? We certainly need more 
ProDrive / Holden Street Smart type programmes 
where hands on driver coaching is given to augment 
the theory, given the issues above.  
 
Ultimately, in my opinion, it comes down to the 
individual taking responsibility for their actions and 
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sadly too few do, forgetting that their errors may 
just place other innocents at risk.  Remember the 
steerers, they are out to get you.   

 
 
Another plea. As club members, please remember 
that there is life outside of Manfeild. We have one 
of the best sprint series in the country on our 
doorstep in the form of The Engine Room Sprint 
Series, of which our Otara Rd is a round. While 
some rounds of the series are gravel there are 
tarmac ones too. Why not give it/them a go?? The 
Otara Rd venue is very friendly to track vehicles, so 
instead of being a roundy roundy expand your 
horizons and become a twisty turny!! Regs are on 
the website now. There are some amazing tarmac 
events run by our neighboring clubs and these are 
both cost effective and all within easy reach of 

tŀƭƳȅΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎŜŀǘ 
time is just as much the key to faster laps as more 
horsepower is. 
 
No doubt many of you have closely followed the 
Australian GP, both for BrendonΩs first race of the 
season and the Kiwi Supercars contingent. There 
were quite a number of MCC members waving the 
flag at the circuit. For Brendon it was a solid 
performance despite pitting early for new tyres 
after a brake lock-up, and later suffering a puncture 
and car damage, and I bet beating his team mate 
throughout the weekend will be morale boosting 
personally. On a circuit ǘƘŀǘΩs notorious for having 
very few passing opportunities, despite adding an 
extra DRS zone, he did well to hang on to more 
experienced driversΦ wŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ wǳǎǎŜƭƭΩǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ 
this month. Whilst talking about Brendon, for those 
ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
well worth a few minutes of your time. 
https://www.theplayerstribune.com/en-
us/articles/brendon-hartley-formula-one-the-rookie 
Bring on Bahrain in 2 weeks time. 
 
And a note to Brian and Margaret KouvelisΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ 
your olive oil would be amazing on our vanilla bean 
vanilla ice cream. When are you competing up this 
way?? 
 
Remember to keep the rubber side down.    TW 
 
Email Trevor at littlebarton@actrix.gen.nz

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BREAKING N9²{ ΧΦ 
 
 The Trump administration have just announced a mandatory recall of all 4,125,801 Toyota XV10 and XV20 
sŜǊƛŜǎ /ŀƳǊȅΩǎ ǎƻƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мффм ŀƴŘ нллмΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ confirmed they 
are aware many of these vehicles will have been lost due to natural attrition over the years, a significant 
number of owners are likely to be affected, many in the lower socio-economic groups of the population. 
Spokesperson for the US Department of Transportation, April Phoule advised that current owners on their 
database would be contacted within the month. Officially no reason has yet been given for the recall, 
however it is widely believed that the State Department have been pushing for some time to have owners 
declared unpatriotic citizens for their appalling taste in bland cars.  
 

                                                

 

https://www.theplayerstribune.com/en-us/articles/brendon-hartley-formula-one-the-rookie
https://www.theplayerstribune.com/en-us/articles/brendon-hartley-formula-one-the-rookie
mailto:littlebarton@actrix.gen.nz
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SPECIAL Ȱ4ÒÁÃË Ǫ 9ÁËȱ 

Time:    7pm to 9pm 

Date:   Tuesday 10th April 2018.  

Place:    Mike racing ς 116 Napier Road, Terrace End, Palmerston North 

Details: $10 entry fee ς Drinks and Nibbles supplied on the night 

See further details about this exciting night later in this Magazine!!! 
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                Events Calendar 

 
 
 

 
 

APRIL 2018 

Saturday 7th             Transpec & GT Oils Track Day Series Round 1 

Sunday 8th                Mitre 10 Mega Summer Series Race Meeting Round 3 

Saturday 14th           Mitre 10 Mega Summer Series Prizegiving ς MCC Clubrooms 

Sunday 22nd              Hawkes Bar Car Club Pattison Road Gravel Sprint Round 3 - The Engine Room Sprint Series 

Sunday 29th               Otara Road Sealed Sprint Round 4 - The Engine Room Sprint Series 

 

MAY 2018 

Saturday 19th            Dannevirke Car Club Conoor Road Gravel Sprint Round 5 - The Engine Room Sprint Series 

 

JUNE 2018 

Saturday 2nd              Feilding Auto Electrical Winter Series ς Test Day 

Sunday 3rd                  Feilding Auto Electrical Winter Series Round 1 

Saturday 9th               Dannevirke Car Club Tararua Road Gravel Sprint Round 6 - The Engine Room Sprint Series 

Sunday 17th                Transpec & GT Oils Track Day Series Round 2 

 

JULY 2018 

Saturday 7th              Feilding Auto Electrical Winter Series ς Test Day 

Sunday 8th                 Feilding Auto Electrical Winter Series Round 2 

Sunday 15th               Transpec & GT Oils Back Track Autocross 

 

AUGUST 2018 

Saturday 4th              Feilding Auto Electrical Winter Series ς Test Day 

Sunday 5th                 Feilding Auto Electrical Winter Series Round 3 

Sunday 19th               Transpec & GT Oils Back Track Autocross 
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SEPTEMBER 2018 

Saturday 4th        Feilding Auto Electrical Winter Series ς Test Day 

Sunday 5th           Feilding Auto Electrical Winter Series Round 4 (final) 

Sunday 16th         Transpec & GT Oils Track Day Series Round 3 

 

OCTOBER 2018 

Saturday 20th      OctoberFast 

Sunday 21st         OctoberFast 

 

NOVEMBER 2018 

Saturday 4th         Transpec & GT Oils Track Day Series Round 4 /Multi Event Weekend 

Sunday 5th            Transpec & GT Oils Multi Event Weekend 

 

DECEMBER 2018 

Saturday 8th         Transpec & GT Oils Track Day Series Round 5 

Sunday 9th            Mitre 10 Mega Summer Series race meeting 
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MCC COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

 

 
            

           President: Richie Arber - 027 2900 668                     Vice President / Treasurer: Tim Wilde    - 0274 729 664 

        Email: president@manawatucarclub.org.nz                           Email: accounts@manawatucarclub.org.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

Club Secretary / Events Manager: Jeff Braid - 027 477 3337 

Email: info@manawatucarclub.org.nz  

Your Committee: 

 

                                     

 
         Jill Hogg                             Graeme Bretherton                    Jaron Olivecrona                     Greg Brown 

                                       

                       
         Gareith Stanley                  Aaron Walker              Phillip Keith           Kaye Flannagan           Gerald Watson 

 

Club Advisors: 

 

                                                  

 

 

                                                                 Kerry Halligan                             Noel Beale   

 

Club Patrons: Robert Lester, Terry Rush, Russell Harris. 
 

Life Members: Steve Bond, Brian Davies, Dave Hayward, Sir Pat Higgins, Robert Lester, Wendy Lester, Vern 

Marshall, Warren Masters, Marion Prisk, Terry Rush, Murray Starnes, Trevor Weir, Alan White, Raymond 

Bennett.  
 

Archivists: Terry Rush, Jill Hogg, Russell Harris 
 

MCC Magazine Editor: Trevor Weir 

mailto:president@manawatucarclub.org.nz
mailto:accounts@manawatucarclub.org.nz
mailto:info@manawatucarclub.org.nz
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FROM THE PRESIDENTS PENΧ 

IŀǇǇȅ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴŘǳƭƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƻƻ much 

chocolateΧ, if there is such a thing as too much chocolate. Speaking of chocolate, if you are coming to the last 

round of the Mitre 10 Mega Summer Race Series on the 9th April I believe the Easter Bunny may make an 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΧ, thatΩs if she doesnΩt eat them all before we get there J  

The day before the Mitre 10 Mega Summer Race Series is the start of a new Track Day Series for 2018, which 

we are pleased to announce will be proudly sponsored by Transpec Services Ltd and GT Oil.  

 

 

This is a five round series with the final round taking place on the 8th December. Transpec Services Ltd and GT 

Oil are also sponsoring our Back Track Autocrosses in July and August and our Multi Event weekend in 

November. A huge thanks to Greg Browne from GT Oil and Warren Cleland from Transpec Services Ltd for their 

support. Remember these are both locally owned and run businesses so please show your support by 

supporting them. 

Besides the above, a couple of other cool things happened in March as well. We had a special Track & Yack 

night on the 13th March. Jeff Braid was turning 60 later on that week so we sent the message out to as many 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wƻǎŜ ϧ /Ǌƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ WŜŦŦΩǎ ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦ !ǊƻǳƴŘ ол ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
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turned up and Jeff was blown away when he finally walked in the door! Yes he was a little late in getting there 

ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇŀƴƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƳŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ 

telling him that I needed to discuss a couple of matters and we should do that tonight at the Track & Yack 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ƳŜ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǘΦ /ƘǊƛǎǎƛŜ όWŜŦŦΩǎ ǿƛŦŜύ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭƭȅ ǘŜȄǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅΧ whew!!! 

 

Jeff with the yummy chocolate cake that disappeared quite  

quickly, and with his lovely wife Chrissie and son Markku.  

 

 

                                                                                             

 

   

 

 

 

                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                              And look we made the front page!!!  

  

                                                                                                              Wow!!! Yes our much beloved and admired  

                                                                                                              team of Volunteers were on the front page of  

                                                                                                              aƻǘƻǊǎǇƻǊǘ b½Ωǎ ά!ŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜ Magazineέ.  

                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                              The photo was taken on the weekend of NZGP 

                                                                                                              Meeting and what a cool photo it is. I believe the 

                                                                                                              ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ 

                                                                                                              of the team for some time, so mins later the  

                                                                                                              photo you see here was organised and taken and  

                                                                                                              it was such an awesome photo that ours friends  

                                                                                                              at MSNZ thought that it should grace the front 

                                                                                                              of their Magazine, and rightly so. 

 

                                                                                                              You Guys and Girls ROCK!!!  
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!ƴŘ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǇŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΧ a½b½ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ǎƻ ƛŦ 

you are a volunteer for anything to do with Motorsport in NZ I urge you to jump on this page and register, you 

can do it by clicking on the below link, or copy and paste it into your address bar and hit enter. 

https://motorsport.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=22f1d3a0640cd4857c5f298ed&id=15ed5513f3 

 

https://motorsport.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=22f1d3a0640cd4857c5f298ed&id=15ed5513f3
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Another Special Track & Yack night coming up...  

bƻ ǎƻǊǊȅ ƴƻǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀƴȅ ŎŀƪŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƛōōƭŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭable 

and we will get to see some very cool race cars. On Tuesday 10th April at 7pm we are going to Mike Racing 

which is situated at 116 Napier Road in Terrace End. If you have no idea who or what Mike Racing is jump on 

their website page and have a look: http://www.mikeracing.co.nz/Home/  

¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǊŀŎŜ ŎŀǊǎ ƛƴ aƛƪŜΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǳǇ 

close and personal on the night. The MCC will be providing drinks and nibbles on the night, so if you are 

interested in attending this night please let me know by emailing richie@trgroup.co.nz or try our new email 

address president@manawatucarclub.org.nz and let me know how many are coming. There is a $10 door 

charge (please bring cash) which is cheap for a great night looking at some very cool cars and as 

aforementioned there will be drinks and nibbles available on the night. Numbers are limited so get in quick if 

you would like to attendΧ 

 

So an exciting month ahead and a very cool month just gone. Remember there is only just over two months to 

the start of the Feilding Auto Electrical Winter Race Series so if you havenΩt already, get into giving the race car 

the once over in readiness for the first round on the 3rd June, there will be the usual test days on the day before 

to check that everything is all good for the racing the following day. 

As for me well I am itching to get back in the seat, my race car build has started again after a couple of hiccups 

with regards to paperwork, this was sorted thanks to the team at MSNZ so we hope to have this out later in the 

year, health pendingΧ 

I look forward to seeing a lot of you at the first round of the Transpec / GT Oil Track Day Series and the last 

round of the Mitre 10 Mega Summer Race Series next weekend. Please stay safe over Easter Weekend if you 

are travellingΧ 

Richie 

http://www.mikeracing.co.nz/Home/
mailto:richie@trgroup.co.nz
mailto:president@manawatucarclub.org.nz

