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EDITORSPEAKΧ 

 
[ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ it? I am constantly 
reminded of the far reach of the motorsport 
fraternity, even to our isolated little piece of dirt. I 
have previously commented on the fact that one 
neighbor used to race BEARs bikes, and another was 
an NZ Champion in the Classic race bike scene. Now 
I find that not only do we live a short distance from 
Terry Roycroft (son of famous racer Ron Roycroft, 
and current custodian of the fabulous T35 Bugatti) 
and Rodney Aitcheson (a VW Beetle pedaller 
extraordinaire and mate of Campbell Wright from 
way back. Incidentally he still owns his one that 
features a 6 cylinder Corvair engine), but that the 
log fire installer is an ex-President of the Pukekohe 
Car Club, currently competing in the ex Steward Mk 
2 RS 2000, and is just about finished a full on, BDG 
powered, Group 4, aƪн 9ǎŎƻǊǘ Ǌŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǊ ΧΦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜn 
the tiler is a real petrolhead with a 1966 Fairlaine 
that has been in the family since new and a father 
who has just finished a very accurate 1966 AC Cobra 
427 replica complete with hand built alloy body (see 
the May issue of NZV8 magazine) ΧΦ and he used to 
knock around with the Van Gisbergens. You just 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ away!! 
 
June 19th. My birthday, as it happens. Thank you so 
very much Brendan and the rest of the #2 Porsche 
team for my present, it was most unexpected and 
wonderful. 
 
I had gone to bed with the thought that the bottom 
step of the podium was maybe, just maybe, with a 
fair wind and some luck, a possibility. To awake to 
the news of victory was just beyond imagination. It 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŎǊŜŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƳŀȄƛƳǎΣ άǘƻ 
ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘέ ŀƴŘ άƴŜǾer give up 
until the wheels fall offέΦ  

 

Sadly the significance of that stunning achievement 
has been lost on the general NZ public. To win at Le 
Mans is a huge accomplishment that many spend 
years trying unsuccessfully to achieve. To win in that 
manner is something very special indeed, a win that 
will go down in motorsport history, and rightly so. 
However that dinghy race and our leather ball 
throwing prima donnas have of course scored 99% 
of the media column inches, so the great unwashed 
will remain ignorant of 2 Kiwi drivers that should be 
celebrated for a stunning success on the WORLD 
stage. 
 
Motorsport people everywhere in NZ lament the 
ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ 
the answer is to counteract the preoccupation with 
ball sports. Sadly the loss of Shaun Summerfield 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƴŜǿ 
phenomenon too, as I remember the NZGP being 
broadcast live on TV (back in the days when there 
were just two channels) as well as huge print and TV 
coverage of the Heatway and later Motogard 
International RalliesΦ {ƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ тлΩǎ ƻǊ 
ŜŀǊƭȅ улΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƭƻǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻ ǊŜŀƭ 
reason that I can ascertain. What can we do?? As I 
have said before, make as many people as you 
possibly can aware of the achievements of our 
fraternity. Tell people just how good these guys are. 
Tell them how significant their influence is on the 
world stage. Make them aware that we have 
competitors in almost every area of the sport that 
are achieving at the highest level ( including those 
on 2 wheels - did I miss the coverage of Bruce 
Anstey winning the TT Zero race on the Isle of Man 
?? ). 
 
Congratulations then are due to those involved in 
the move to live stream the MCC FAEWS round 2. 
This club at least is being very proactive in social 
media and pushing our cause. Big pat on the back. 
Now how do we convince the rest of the clubs in NZ 
who remain almost a secret, to follow suit?? 
 
LΩƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ aŎ[ŀǊŜƴ ƳƻǾƛŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿŀs a full 
house for the special Club/ANZ showing. As it 
happens L ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ΧΧ mid-week 
at Pukekohe ΧΦ there were just 5 people in the 
theatre, and that included Colleen and me!! I 
thought it was an excellent effort, typical of Roger 
5ƻƴŀƭŘǎƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎƛȊŜ 
things too much, and included some excellent 
period footage, particularly the factory scenes. Well 
done to all involved. 
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I just had to include this snippet from our 
local rag for your amusement. All the usual 
reasons for calling the Fire Brigade until you 
get to the 20th ς trampoline on house roof, 
ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ Χ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
one for the 25th. I could make a comment 
about red hot babes, but that would be in 
poor taste. Yes, you are all allowed to laugh 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άōƭƻƻŘȅ WŀŦŦŀǎέΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ L did!! 
 
LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ 
before or after the 70th celebrations, however 
I am really looking forward to catching up 
with soƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ άƻƭŘŜǊέ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ άǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƻƭŘ ŘŀȅǎέΦ In the 
ƳŜŀƴǘƛƳŜ ΧΦ 
 
Keep the rubber side down.   
 
Trevor 

 
Email Trevor at littlebarton@actrix.gen.nz        

 
 

NICE FEEDBACK... 

Palmerston North Mayor Grant Smith is on the mailing list for the MCC magazine and was impressed enough 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŀȅ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ 

9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ Ŏƭǳō ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ wƛŎƘƛŜΦ 9ƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛǘΧΗ 

It makes the effort of producing the mag ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻǳǉǳŜǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎΧ  

 

THE POWER OF 2Χ 

¢ƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ΨнΩ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ [Ŝ aŀƴǎ нп IƻǳǊ ǊŀŎŜΦ 

2 The number of the winning Ford GT40 driven by Chris Amon/Bruce McLaren in the 1996 race. 

2   The number on the winning Porsche 919 Hybrid driven by Neel Jani/Marc Liedb/Romain Dumas in the   

2016 race.                                                                                                        

2     The number on the winning Porsche 919 Hybrid driven by Timo Berhard/Brendon Hartley/Earl Bamber 

in the 2017 race. 

2      The number of times that Timo Bernhard and Earl Bamber have won the race.  Bernhard 2010 Audi / 

2017 Porsche.  Bamber 2015 Porsche / 2017 Porsche. 

2      The number of times that the winning car has been shared by New Zealand drivers.    RH 

mailto:littlebarton@actrix.gen.nz
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MCC COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

 

 
           President: Richie Arber - 027 2900 668                                Vice President: Tim Wilde    - 0274 729 664 

           Secretary: Jeff Braid - 027 477 3337 

Your Committee: 

 

 
         Jeff Braid                          Noel Beale                      Jill Hogg                         Graeme Bretherton                     

 
                      

         Jaron Olivecrona                           Greg Brown                          Gareith Stanley                         Aaron Walker 

 

                                                  

 

 

                                                                 Kerry Halligan                           Simon Barry                          

Patrons: Fordy Farland Deceased, Fred Parker Deceased, Robert Lester, Stan Turner, Terry Rush, Russell Harris. 

Life Members: Steve Bond, Brian Davies, Dave Hayward, Sir Pat Higgins, Robert Lester, Wendy Lester, Vern 

Marshall, Warren Masters, Marion Prisk, Terry Rush, Murray Starnes, Trevor Weir, Alan White, Stan Turner, 

Raymond Bennett.  

Archivists: Terry Rush, Jill Hogg, Russell Harris 

Editor: Trevor Weir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ȱ4ÒÁÃË Ǫ 9ÁËȱ 

Time:    7pm to 9pm 

Date:   Tuesday 11th July 2017.  

Place:    Rose and Crown Olde English Pub 

Terrace End Carpark, Palmerston North 

Why not join us!  
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FROM THE PRESIDENTS PENΧ 

 
Well if I thought May ǿŜƴǘ ǉǳƛŎƪΣ WǳƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ōƭǳǊΧ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΗΗΗ  

It all started with a terrific opening round of the Feilding Auto Electrical Winter Race Series which saw a record 

number of entries. It was great to see the number of racers taking advantage of the Free Testing on the 

Saturday, many of them new competitors too. SundayΩs racing was awesome to watch with large fields and 

close but fair battles going on right throughout all of the classes. It was a shame that neither Lydia nor I ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 

out there but we had a 50th Birthday party to attend in Wellington on the Saturday night so we thought that 

racing with very little sleep and a slightly sore head might not be the best thing to do. A huge thanks to our 

volunteers for that round who forfeited their lunch break and instead had lunch out on the track so that we 

could get through the days program. 

Next up with the Track & Yack night on Tuesday 13th June which saw us meet up at the Rose & Crown at 7pm 

before heading off to Event Cinemas to see the McLaren Movie. The Rose & Crown staff were rapped with the 

number of MCC Members who turned up until I told them, as Lydia and I were leaving to head to the movie, 

that they would all be following us in about ten mins time. It was a great night and one that we will definitely 

look to do again. We raised $700 on the night A huge thanks to Graeme Bretherton from the ANZ bank for 

sponsoring the night and to both Graeme and Lydia for organising the event and again to Lydia for liaising with 

the SPCA and Arohanui Hospice to make sure we brought them the things that they needed, Lydia also spent a 

couple of hours running around buying the items needed. Gerald Watson from the ANZ bank, Lydia and I 

dropped all of the items off on the Friday after the Track & Yack night, it was very special to be able to help out 

in our own little way. 

Next up was the 4.5km Sealed Autocross on the 18th June. Like the first round of the FAEWRS there were lots of 

new competitors and competitors that had not been out on the track for a while, indeed a few had travelled 

some distance to be there. The day was an absolute cracker weather wise as I remember walking around the 

pits in just a T-shirtΧ well not just a T-shirt as we wouldnΩt want to scare the people that were there now would 

we, but you get what I mean. 

Every other spare moment in the month of June was spent either working at the clubrooms or finalising things 

for the 70th Birthday Open Day and Dinner. We had hoped to get the newsletter out before the 70th weekend 

but I know now as I write this that this wonΩt be the case so you will be reading this after that weekend has 

been and gone and I can only hope that it went as well as we had hoped it would. A huge thanks to a number 

of people who were on the 70th Committee who started planning for this event nearly a year ago now and also 

to those people who helped out at the Clubrooms over the month of June to get the old girl looking the best 

we could in the time that we had available to us and with the resources that we had, they were: Lydia Arber, Jill 

Hogg, Jacquie Mannes, Russell Harris, Graeme Bretherton, Murray Starnes, Greg Browne and the following 

companies: Max Tarr, eHaus, Sign Fusion and Chris Gommans Contracting. 

So the month of June certainly had something for everyone and we are looking forward to bringing you more 

varied events both on and off of the track in the coming months, so please keep an eye out for those.  

Right I am off to the garage to work on getting at least one of us back on the track for the August Round of the 

FAEWRS! 

Richie 
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CLUBROOMS AND PROJECTSΧ 
 

As mentioned in my άFrom the Presidents Penέ segment we spent a bit of time preparing the clubrooms for the 

Open Day on the 1st July. In June we repainted many of the internal and external walls of the clubrooms to the 

point now that we only have the Northern external wall to paint. We have a couple of thoughts of doing 

something a little bit different on this wall so we are working on that at the moment.  

We put in some washed stone into the dead area behind the toilets and in front of the exterior wall of the 

Archives Room, and we planted a couple of Birds of Paradise plants in that area to bring it to life a bit. We also 

put two coats of stain onto the board and batten lining on the outside walls of the Archives Room. 

We have finished the Archives Room for now, which I think they look spectacular. Russell Harris spent a few 

hours dressing the newly acquired glass display cabinet in the Archives Room with a few special items. We lined 

one of the hallway walls with ACM Board which was coloured in MCC Green and then set about hanging up the 

refurbished Honour Boards, and a tribute to Brendon Hartley which was very kindly donated by Russell Harris.  

We also steam-cleaned the carpets and gave the old girl a good spring-clean both inside and out.  

Below are some pictures of the Clubrooms and Archives Room: 
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MCC CLUB MEMBER OF THE MONTHȣ 

(Every month we will bring you a profile on one of Club Members) 
 

 

 
NAME: Matt Smith   

  

BORN: Palmerston North 1992   

 

OCCUPATION: Engineer   

 

RACE CAR: Toyota Levin   

 

EVERYDAY DRIVE CAR: Holden Commodore  

 

DREAM CAR: Group B Audi Quattro 

 

YOUR BEST MOMENT IN MOTORSPORT?  

Winning 3 races in the Winter Series in the rain 

 

WHAT DID YOU WANT TO BE WHEN YOU GREW UP AND WHY?     

Rally Driver. Spent a lot of my childhood going away watching dad co-drive 

 

IF YOU COULD INVITE THREE PEOPLE TO DINNER, DEAD OR ALIVE, WHO WOULD THEY BE?     

Colin McRae, Jeremy Clarkson and Rowan Atkinson    

 

WHO WOULD YOU PLAY IN A MOVIE?  

Maverick from Top Gun 

 

THREE WORDS THAT BEST DESCRIBE YOUΧ   

Quiet, Competitive, Reliable 

 

IF YOU WERE A VEHICLE, WHAT WOULD IT BE, AND WHY?     

WRC Car. Love driving down gravel roads 

 

WHAT IS YOUR SECRET VICE?   

Playing Guitar  

 

t9ht[9 ²h¦[5 .9 {¦wtwL{95 ¢h Ybh² ¢I!¢Χ    

I flew a plane before I drove a car 

 

FA±h¦wL¢9 v¦h¢9Χ 

To finish first, first you have to finish 
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GRID TORQUEΧ      email: russellharris@clear.net.nz 
 
 
Dƻǘǘŀ ƭƻǾŜ ΨŜƳΦ !ǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎ /ǳǇ ōƻŀǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƳŀƴΚΚ ¢ƘŜ 

conversion rate from wind speed to boat speed is extraordinary, at times they look like an accident wanting to 

ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ΨŦƻƛƭƛƴƎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ 9ƳƛǊŀǘŜǎ ¢ŜŀƳ 

bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΣ άŎȅŎƭƻǊǎΩΦ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ /ƻǳǘǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀƳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǿƛƴƴƛƴƎΩ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘ 

concept - a short sprint race format, close to shore to engage the spectators, with a seamless back-to-back race 

programme. For those not at the Bermuda venue there is amazing television coverage with the camera 

posƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎκŀƴƎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƛǾŜΗΗ wŀŎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ǳƭŘ aǳƎΩ Ƙŀǎ 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŀŎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŜ ƻŦ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ мурм ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŀŎƘǘ Ψ!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩ ōŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

British fleet. The twin-ƳŀǎǘŜŘ Ψ!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩ ǿŀǎ млм ŦŜŜǘ ƭƻƴƎΣ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ мтлΦрр ǘƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎŀƛƭ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ рΣнсо 

ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ŦŜŜǘΣ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ΨŦƭȅƛƴƎ ōƻŀǘǎΩΧ   

 

5ǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŎ[ŀǊŜƴ DŀǊŀƎŜ ƛƴ !ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘΩǎ wŜƳǳŜǊŀ wƻŀŘ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ŀ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ м IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ bŜǿ 

ZeaƭŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ-built 

garage and service station. Operated continuously since 1927, the garage was purchased by Les McLaren 

ό.ǊǳŎŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊύ ƛƴ мфос ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ initially lived in one the flats above the business. The petrol pumps have 

long gone but motorists have been able to have their vehicles serviced in the well-ƪƴƻǿƴ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪΣ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ ! ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ ƛǎ ΨŎƻƴǾŜǊǘƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ building into six apartments ranging in 

price from $650,000 to $1.4 million with retail space or an appropriately themed café on the ground floor. 

¢ƘŀƴƪŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ΨCL 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ²ŀƭƭΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ ¢ƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿould 

have been the perfect home for a McLaren Museum, however the Bruce McLaren Trust is relocating to Hampton 

Downs. As Bob Dylan sang - ¢ƛƳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴΩΧ   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


