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EDITORSPEAKΧ 

 
Déjà vu. Why do I get the feeling we have been here 
several times before? Having already taken a swipe 
at the role fixed speed cameras play (or more 
correctly in my opinion, ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀȅ) in reducing our 
road toll, the latest press release concerning the 
ongoing programme to install a further 48 cameras 
raised my hackles again. I will reiterate my position 
ς I will take these cameras seriously, rather than 
viewing them as a thinly disguised revenue stream 
for the Government, when they change from being 
covert to openly marked and signposted. Until then 
I fail to see how a fine in the mail weeks later has 
any effect on the behavior of those motorists at the 
time they are negotiating the so called black spots 
where the cameras are being installed.  
 
My beef this time is with the statement attributed 
to National Manager of Road Policing 
Superintendent Steve Greally in the online article. 
IŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ άŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ŦƛȄŜŘ ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎ 
reduced fatal and serious injury crashes by 20% 
within 1 km of tƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀέ. I would give my left 
testicle to see that evidence, because I suspect this 
is just made up spin used as justification. 
 
While I am aware that keeping within the speed 
limit would render all these cameras useless, it galls 
me that I can potentially be pinged at 4 kph over the 
speed limit in a fully roadworthy vehicle, as a 
competent and sober driver abiding by every other 
road rule, while Richard Cranium in his 
unwarranted, unregistered death trap, driving 
drugged, without a seatbelt on and all while texting 
his mates on his phone is considered safe so long as 
he is with-ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƭƛƳƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ !ƭƭ 
I can hope is that the extra revenue is put into more 
dedicated Highway Patrol cars with officers who 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ άǉǳƻǘŀέ ǘƻ ŦƛƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ genuine education 
programme to teach our drivers better habits. 
Perhaps the NZTA should look more to the current 
American model of road policing than slavishly 
following the draconian Victorian ( Australian, not 
Dickensian ) regime, which, as an aside, is not 
achieving its aims either. Its interesting to note that 
this in itself was a copy of the English programme 
from 25 years ago, and many counties have since 
ripped out all their fixed cameras, with no 
detrimental effect on the road toll, in fact the 
reverse has been noted in many cases !! 
 

The good thing about belonging to the Club is that 
at least you can, if you choose, get your share of 
thrilling driving in a safe and controlled 
environment, AND gain plenty of helpful advice and 
tips from your fellow competitors. 
 
I find it interesting to observe how other clubs (both 
motorsport and not) communicate with their 
members and the wider community. Some do it 
particularly well, others far less so, and I think this is 
reflected in the organisations engagement with 
ōƻǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ as a Club we 
communicate pretty effectively, with the magazine 
providing a bit of a meaty, once a month read, the 
website providing the data base and engagement 
portal for the competitive events, and Facebook 
providing the day to day reminders, interesting 
snippets, updates and teasers. I know this relies on 
technology that some older members find a little 
challenging at times, however we must also move 
with the times if we are to capture ( and more 
importantly, retain ) the current generation. The 
internet has certainly changed our lives!! 
 
My question to you, as Club members and 
supporters, is, are there any improvements you 
think we can make?? What would you like to see us 
do better or differently?? How is the current 
balance?? Are there any particular topics you would 
like to see tackled in the magazine?? 
 
Remember, one ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ perception can be quite 
different from the next, so as usual, any feedback 
would be welcomed. Email me on the address 
below. 
 
Now a blatant plug for a new magazine that some of 
you may have already seen. Following on from his 
excellent website, Jason Byrne has produced a great 
magazine, A Little Bit Sideways, to cater for the rally 
and clubsport community. Follow the link to 
subscribe to this quarterly publication. The current 
issue has a write up on the Engine Room Sprint 
Series. http://alittlebitsideways.co.nz/product-
category/subscriptions/ 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘhis month 
 
 Keep the rubber side down.  Trevor 

 
Email Trevor at littlebarton@actrix.gen.nz 
       

http://alittlebitsideways.co.nz/product-category/subscriptions/
http://alittlebitsideways.co.nz/product-category/subscriptions/
mailto:littlebarton@actrix.gen.nz
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MCC COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

 

 
           President: Richie Arber - 027 2900 668                                Vice President: Tim Wilde    - 0274 729 664 

           Secretary: Jeff Braid - 027 477 3337 

Your Committee: 

 

 
         Jeff Braid                          Noel Beale                      Jill Hogg                         Graeme Bretherton                     

 
                      

         Jaron Olivecrona                           Greg Brown                          Gareith Stanley                         Aaron Walker 

 

                                                  

 

 

                                                                 Kerry Halligan                           Simon Barry                          

Patrons: Fordy Farland Deceased, Fred Parker Deceased, Robert Lester, Stan Turner, Terry Rush, Russell Harris. 

Life Members: Steve Bond, Brian Davies, Dave Hayward, Sir Pat Higgins, Robert Lester, Wendy Lester, Vern 

Marshall, Warren Masters, Marion Prisk, Terry Rush, Murray Starnes, Trevor Weir, Alan White, Stan Turner, 

Raymond Bennett.  

Archivists: Terry Rush, Jill Hogg, Russell Harris 

Editor: Trevor Weir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Track & Yak  

Time:    7pm to 11pm 

Date:   Tuesday 13th June 2017.  

Place:    Start at the Rose and Crown Olde 

English Pub, then on to see a very special 

movie ς see the invite later on in this 

magazine! 
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FROM THE PRESIDENTS PENΧ 

Wow, where did May goΧΗΗΗ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŜƛƭŘƛƴƎ !ǳǘƻ 

Electrical Winter Race Series. We have been busy finalising all of the little things that need to be finalised 

ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǘƘǊƻǿ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Lw/ ŀƴŘ a{b½ !DaΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 

disappears quite quickly indeed. 

Firstly a quick comment on the first round of the Winter Series. Each year around this time I always get a 

couple of phone calls mentioning the breakout times and that maybe they should be moved. We adjusted them 

ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǳǊŦŀŎŜŘ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 

happens with the track that will mean lap times get quicker. During nearly all of those conversations had 

around lap times ultimately they ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎŀƴŘōŀƎƎƛƴƎέ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘΦ {ƛƳǇƭȅ Ǉǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

άǎŀƴŘōŀƎέ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǘƻǇ ȅƻǳΣ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛs am I really giving it 

my all and is this racing, and finally am I endangering others by lifting off down the straight to make sure I come 

in under a certain time? It is a given that if you decide to move up a class you will go faster anyway, it just 

happens as you are around faster cars so you tend to try a little harder without really knowing it. Sƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 

afraid of coming last, or what your mates might say, step up and make it fair for those that are out there giving 

ƛǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ŀƭƭΦ 9ƴƻǳƎƘ ǎŀƛŘΧ 

Jeff Braid and I attended the IRC AGM in Taupo on the 21st May. It was an interesting meeting and underlined 

that there is still a place for the IRC in our sport. Dates were put forth by all of the Race Organisers and several 

clubs that were there confirmed which meetings they would be attending. Some clubs still have to have their 

ƻǿƴ !DaΩǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ !DaΩǎ ŀƴŘ they will 

come back to us in the next couple of weeks to confirm dates. At this early stage it looks like we will have a full 

grid which is great to see. 

The very next weekend and Jeff and I attended the Motorsport NZ AGM / Conference. This again was a great 

couple of days, both very productive for the sport as a whole and for our club. We put forward a remit which 

saw us ask ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ άƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǎŜǾŜƴǘȅ όтлύέ ōŜ ŘŜƭŜǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ /ƭǳōƳŀƴǎ 

9ǾŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜōŀǘŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ, well in the past if you 

had more than 70 cars enter a Clubmans Race Meeting it then became a National Race Meeting which has 

never been an issue, but with the change in the apparel laws coming into effect on the 1st April 2018 it would 

have meant that these meetings would have seen all of the competitors entered having to upgrade their 

apparel to the new National Meeting Safety Standard, at a cost to every competitor. We thought that this was 

just not right as we believe there is a better way to define what a Clubmans Meeting is and what is a National 

Race Meeting. Jeff did a great job preparing the remit and putting his point across at the AGM, needless to say 

we had a quiet drink afterwards to celebrate. 

At the Saturday Night awards dinner a couple of our MCC ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΦ DǊŀƘŀƳ ά.ǳŎƪέ 

.ǳŎƘŀƴŀƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά5ƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘέ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ the MCC and to Motorsport. 
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It was a privilege to be there to see this and is an award very well  

ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ .ǳŎƪ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƘƛǇ  

replacement hence he turned up with a crutch. Many people said that  

it was just to balance himself when he had a drink in the opposing handΧ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΧ  

 

 

 

Other club members to get a special award were our very own Nelson and Bryan Hartley for their involvement 

ǿƛǘƘ άtǊƻƧŜŎǘ спέ Team which saw Nelson drive the 1964 Mini Cooper to a world record speed of 166mph / 

267kph on the Bonneville Salt Flats back in August 2016. I only wish they would have put the in car camera 

footage up on the big screen so everyone could have seen how hard it was to drive that car at that speed! 

 
 

 

 

 

There were lots of other MCC Members there on the night also, all looking  

very dapper indeed, case in point - when have you ever seen Malcom  

looking so sharp! If you get dragged up to the Control Tower over the coming  

weekend just remember to tell him how great he looked and you might get 

treated a little nicer. Helen looked wonderful also, so being our CRO from  

time to time might mean she is the one that escorts you upstairs, so it is 

worth a mention that she ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŦŀōǳƭƻǳǎΧ  
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Craig Finlayson was also reappointed to the Race Advisory Commission where he will again Chair the 

commission for another year. Craig received the most votes on the day, something that you should definitely 

be proud of Craig. 

A picture came across my computer the other day, it was of our very own Geoff Spence, owner of Coresteel 

Buildings here in P.Nth and the sponsor of the IB Cup for many years now. 

                      

If you have not already contacted me to reserve yourself a ticket for the upcoming 70th Birthday Rev-up Dinner 

on the 1st July please do so as we are seriously close to running out of tickets. If you want to know how to 

reserve you seat please see the advert on the next page. 

I look forward to seeing you all at the first round of the Feilding Auto Electrical Winter Race Series, it promises 

to be an epic first round! 

Oh I just about forgot, the highlight of the month for me was  

becoming a first-time Grandad to this wee fella ς Lincoln or  

ά!ōŜέ ŀǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƴicknamed him, came into our lives  

and our hearts on the 4th aŀȅ ǿŜƛƎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ уǇƻǳƴŘǎΧ  

He will be racing cars before he can walk! 

 

Richie 

 

twhW9/¢{ ϧ /[¦.whha{Χ 
 

With so much other stuff going on in May the clubrooms took a  

bit of a back seat this month, however we did manage to repaint  

a couple of the interior walls of the clubrooms and paint the wall  

from where the trophy caōƛƴŜǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳΧ oh and we built  

and installed several storage cabinets in the Archives Room ready for  

some of our archives to be stored away in a safe, dry environment. 

 

Richie 

 

They say a picture paints a 
ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǿƻǊŘǎΧ L ŀƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ 
what words they are painting here 
DŜƻŦŦΧ 
 
Role playing night at the Spence 
household was it??? 
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Where: Manfeild Stadium Upper Suites - 6pm 

Dress: Smart Casual 

Cost: $65 per person - includes a Gift Bag, 2 Course Dinner, Wine 

on the table and plenty of laughs. A Cash Bar will be operating. 

Reserve your Early-bird Ticket now by emailing: 

richie@trgroup.co.nz  

Or phone: 027-2900-668 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:richie@trgroup.co.nz
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MCC CLUB MEMBER OF THE MONTHȣ 

(Every month we will bring you a profile on one of Club Members) 
 

 
 
 
 
NAME: Kate Matene 
 
BORN: 1 Feb 1973 
 
OCCUPATION: Office Manager ς Apparelmaster Manawatu 
 
RACE CAR: Χ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ Χ 
 
EVERYDAY DRIVE CAR: The mighty Honda Hatchy 
 
DREAM CAR: 57 Chev 
 
YOUR BEST MOMENT IN MOTORSPORT? 
Having the opportunity to go for lots of hot laps in various cars/trucks. 
 
WHAT DID YOU WANT TO BE WHEN YOU GREW UP AND WHY? 
Nurse/midwife ς to care for babies. 
 
IF YOU COULD INVITE THREE PEOPLE TO DINNER, DEAD OR ALIVE, WHO WOULD THEY BE? 
Bob Marley, Princess Diana, SteveO 
 
WHO WOULD YOU PLAY IN A MOVIE? 
A kick ass superhero!! 
 
¢Iw99 ²hw5{ ¢I!¢ .9{¢ 59{/wL.9 ¸h¦Χ 
Empathetic, Cheeky, Loud 
 
IF YOU WERE A VEHICLE, WHAT WOULD IT BE, AND WHY? 
A reliable one!   
 
WHAT IS YOUR SECRET VICE? 
Nail Biting 
 
t9ht[9 ²h¦[5 .9 {¦wtwL{95 ¢h Ybh² ¢I!¢Χ 
That I use to do ballet!! 
 
C!±h¦wL¢9 v¦h¢9Χ 
ΨCŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ς LǘΩǎ 9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΩ 
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GRID TORQUEΧ      email russellharris@clear.net.nz 
 
 

Has the world gone completely mad? The famous 

ƻŎǘŀƎƻƴŀƭ aD ōŀŘƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜŜƴ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ мфноΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 

maǊǉǳŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ōȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ 

British sports car is all about. Over the years there have 

ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 

proud racing history in many countries, including New 

Zealand.  Winding the clock back to immediately post 

WWII, MGs were racing at events around our country on 

beaches, on dusty metal roads and on tarmac surfaces. 

IǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ 

in the first New Zealand Grand Prix at Ohakea. IǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 

make that brought considerable fame for a lady by the name of Sybil Lupp. There was shock when some 

production moved to China after the brand name was acquired by the Nanjing Automobile Group, at least it did 

lead to the first all-new MG in 16 years, and the MG 6 was considered important enough to have the Chinese 

Premier launch the car at the Longbridge plant in June 2011. The Birmingham factory closed and the Chinese 

production lines continued with the MG 6 and smaller MG 3 saloons, but a dramatic change was on the distant 

horizon. At the 2017 Shanghai Motor Show the world was introduced to the first MG SUV, how times have 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΧ  

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŀ name? The first MG SUV is a limited edition model that does 

ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƭƛƴƪΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŦƻǊ Ŧŀƴǎ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƎŀƳŜΩΦ 

¢ƘŜ {¦± Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƴŀƳŜ Ψ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ bŜǾŜǊ ²ŀƭƪ !ƭƻƴŜΩΦ 

!ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 

Football Club in England whose supporters adopted and sung the Gerry 

and the Pacemakers hit since the early 1960s. With a name like that, if 

ǘƘŜ Ψ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ bŜǾŜǊ ²ŀƭƪ !ƭƻƴŜΩ aD {¦± ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜƭƭ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

ǎŜƭƭ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΧ 

Expensive Aussie. After 30 years Holden is beginning the final 

countdown of its HSV models with production scheduled to end 

on October 20, and the final version of the Clubsport is 

something special in more ways than one. Words from Edward 

9ƭƎŀǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛŎ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǎƻƴƎ Ψ[ŀƴŘ ƻŦ IƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ DƭƻǊȅΩ 

ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘΣ ΨDƻŘ ǿƘƻ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜŜ ƳƛƎƘǘȅΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜŜ ƳƛƎƘǘƛŜǊ 

ȅŜǘΩΦ ¢ƘŜ D¢{-R W1 is powered by a 6.2 litre supercharged V8 

pumping 410 kW, the car incorporates very sophisticated 

technology that puts it on another level compared to previous Holdens, so does the price. The tag reads 

ϷмуфΣффлΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŎŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦ a very special breed and there will be no 

ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ƻƴŜΧ     (including one of our neighbours who has his one on its way. Hopefully 

photos etc later. Ed) 

Ocker beater. Liam Lawson has made a promising start to his international racing career and leads the Australia 

Formula 4 Championship after the opening two rounds at Sandown (Melbourne) and Barbagallo (Perth). 

Lawson has won 3 of the 9 races and holds a 10 point margin over Nick Rowe with the next round at Phillip 

Island on 26-28 May. The kiwi teenager has also enjoyed plenty of exposure on television, one of the benefits of 

ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘȅ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŘƛŎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƻŘƛǳƳ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎΧ 
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The legend will live on. Talk NASCAR and a name that 

immediately comes to mind is Earnhardt. Dale Earnhardt was 

one of the all-time greats, his aggressive driving style earning 

ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ LƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƻǊΩΦ IŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƪǳƭƭ ŦǊŀŎǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ 

freak accident on the final lap of the 2001 Daytona 500, but his 

popularity has never waned and his merchandise is still keenly 

ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ {ƻƴ 5ŀƭŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻƴ 

and off the track and NASCAR fans around the world have been 

ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨWǳƴƛƻǊΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǘƛǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 

this season to become a real family man, the decision partially 

influenced by ongoing concussion problems. Two-time winner of the iconic Daytona 500, Dale Earhardt Junior 

Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǾƻǘŜŘ Ψaƻǎǘ tƻǇǳƭŀǊ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ мп ȅŜŀǊǎ - such is his popularity that many commentators 

believe it likely he could win the coveted award for the next 14 years despite not racing!! Americans love their 

ƘŜǊƻŜǎΧ 

Into the main game. Down-under the name of Matthew Brabham is probably best known in the world of 

Formula Off Road (stadium trucks) that are a support class at selected Virgin Australian Supercar Championship 

rounds. The 23 year old is proving to be a versatile driver in the same mould as his famous grandfather, Sir Jack 

.ǊŀōƘŀƳΦ aŀǘǘΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ CƻǊŘΣ Cнллл όнлмн ¦{ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻn), Formula E, 

Indy Lights and Indycar (22nd place in last yeŀǊΩǎ LƴŘȅ рллύ 

single-seaters. Driving for Andretti Motorsport he won the 

2013 Pro Mazda Championship, winning 13 of the 16 

rounds. In Round 4 of the VASC at Barbagallo Raceway in 

Western Australia Matt Brabham drove the Lucas 

Dumbrell Racing Holden Commodore as stand-in for 

regular pedaller Taz Douglas. Iit would have been a huge 

contrast from the stadium truck to the rather more 

sophisticated full race spec Commodore, and the track 

would have looked much different without the high ramps 

ǘƻ ƧǳƳǇΧ   

Black Jack was also a tin-topper. Three-time 

World Champion Jack Brabman raced at Mount 

Panorama on three occasions in the seventies. In 

the 1976 Bathurst 1000 he was partnered by 

Stirling Moss in a L34 Torana SL/R 5000 but the 

pair were forced to retire after only 37 laps. It 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƎǊŜŀǘǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀƴŘ ǇǊƛȄ 

racing, Brabham stalled at the start when the 

gearbox jammed, the car was rammed from 

behind, was hastily repaired, and its race ended 

when the motor expired with Moss at the wheel. The following year son Geoff Brabham shared the driving 

ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ CƻǊŘ ·/ CŀƭŎƻƴ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ муǘƘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭΦ Lƴ мфту ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ψ¢ƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩ ǿƛǘƘ .Ǌƛŀƴ aǳƛǊ ŀƴŘ 

the experienced duo crossed the liƴŜ ƛƴ сǘƘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ¢ƻǊŀƴŀ {{ !ф·Φ DŜƻŦŦ .ǊŀōƘŀƳ ƛǎ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ 

and enjoyed a successful racing career mainly in the USA, recognised in 2004 when he was inducted into the 

Motorsports Hall of Fame of America. If you need further proof of the Brabham family talent, brothers Geoff and 

5ŀǾƛŘ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ мффт .ŀǘƘǳǊǎǘ мллл {ǳǇŜǊ ¢ƻǳǊƛƴƎ ǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ .a² онлƛΦ hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƎŜƴŜǎΧ              

Multiple no shows. Concerns were expressed at the May Track and Yak when Vern Marshall was AWOL again, 

and serious questions were being asked - Has his leave pass been revoked, has he sought better company, or 
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maybe all of motorsports problems have been resolved to his satisfaction?? It must be said that some of the 

conversations have been less stimulating in the aōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ [ƻǊŘ ±ŜǊŘǳƴ ƻŦ aŀƴŦŜƛƭŘΧ 

Supportive. The Motorsport New Zealand Annual General Meeting was held in Wellington on the weekend of 

27/28 May with the MCC being extremely well represented by President Richie Arber and Secretary Jeff Braid. 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻthing like spousal support at the end of a long day and Mrs Arber went to considerable lengths to be 

there for Mr Arber, but it was not the normal comfortable two hour drive from home to get to the venue. The 

journey to the Harbour Capital began with a flight from New Orleans to Houston, followed by an 11,933 

kilometre 14 hour 50 minute non-stop flight to Auckland and a relatively short 60 minuter to Palmerston North. 

A quick stopover at home for a shower and change of clothes, then the comfortable two-hour drive to 

²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ Řŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΧ       

Black gold flowed. At the MG Charity Classic there was big excitement behind the pit 

garages when it appeared that Manfeild may have been built on a potential oil field 

because of the large pool that suddenly appeared. The thoughts of wealth quickly 

ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƛƭ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǊƻƻƳ ƻŦ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ IƻƎƎΩǎ ¢ƻȅƻǘŀ [ŜǾƛƴΣ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ 

of the rear crankshaft oil seal. During his first race the car had been smoking badly (oil 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘύΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƳƻƪŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŦƛǊŜ όŜȄǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘύΣ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ 

hampered (oil on the clutch) and after five of the six laps it was time to call it quits and 

head for the pits. Jonathan bought the 1993 Toyota Levin to give himself some wheel  

time while his rather more exotic BMW CSL undergoes a bumper-to-bumper rebuild.  

This particular Levin has some interesting history as it was originally made  

race-worthy by Jeremy Hoskins of Tremaine Energy Centre fame and spent a period in  

ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ LǎƭŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀƭ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘΣ ŀƭōŜƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǊƻǳƴŘΗΗ LǘΩǎ  

an interesting addition to the Hogg stable and Jonathan will be lining up in his 1600cc  

Toy-aƻǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ C!9 ²ƛƴǘŜǊ {ŜǊƛŜǎΧ     

 

Satisfaction. At the MG Charity Classic meeting a number of 

drivers had the sort of day that makes you head home with 

a happy smile and reflecting on a job well done. Ben 

Boyden had the Kitten BMW E30 purring and after 

qualifying third fastest in the Group 2 Classics achieved two 

wins, a second and a third placing. Driving the now familiar 

#111 Roush Ford Mustang Ian Easton was even more 

impressive in the Group 1 Classic races, qualifying second 

behind Ross GrahamΩǎ ¢ƻǊŀƴŀ !ф·Σ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ 

two handicap six lappers before having to settle for fourth 

in the final race, his pace hindered by a clutch problem. In 

the same category Dean Curtis (Ford Escort) and Ian 

Williamson (Mazda RX2) were on the pace all day with 

Ψ5Ŝŀƴ ǘƘŜ aŀŎƘƛƴŜΩ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘƭȅ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊŀŎŜΦ Lƴ 

the Formula Libre races David Glasson had two wins and a 

pair of seconds after giving the other cars massive starts in 

the handicaps, his superb 2015 3.7 litre V6 Juno was simply 

too slick and too quick, a fastest lap at 1.04.97 which was 

seven seconds quicker than his nearest rival and damn 

ǉǳƛŎƪ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΧ 
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/ƘŀǊƛǘȅ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ /ƻƭƛƴ .ŀǊǊȅΩǎ н ƭƛǘǊŜ CƻǊŘ /ŀǇǊƛ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǉǳƛŎƪŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǘ 

continues to embarrŀǎǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ōŀƴƎŜǊǎΦ 5ŀǾƛŘ DƭŀǎǎƻƴΩǎ ±с ǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ Wǳƴƻ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǊŀŎŜǊ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŦŀǎǘΣ ƛǎ 

fast, and also has an exhaust sound that brings back memories of the Formula Holden/Brabham single-seater 

ŜǊŀΦ /ǊǳƴŎƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŎŜΦ .ǊƻŎƪ /ƻƻƭŜȅΩǎ aŀȊŘŀ w·т ǿŀǎ ǎƛŘŜƭƛƴŜŘ 

after a coming together, much more serious was the incident on the exit to Higgins on the opening lap of the 

first race for the Group 2 Classics involving the Toyota Corolla of Dylan Wagstaff and Mike GallagƘŜǊΩǎ .a² 

635 CSi that left the black JPS Bimmer with significant damage to the left front corner. Much worse was the 

ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ wƻōŜǊǘ .ŀǊǘƭŜȅΩǎ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ΨрлΩ CƻǊŘ /ǳǎǘŀȄƛŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴ ΨƻŦŦΩ ŀǘ ¢ƻȅƻǘŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŀǇ 

of his first race, it was a serious crunch. It seems that Ray Hartley has started a MG F breeding programme with 

no less than three examples of the mid-engine sports car appearing, not surprisingly Mr Hartley was 

comfortably quickest of the trio of octagon badgers. In the Group 3 Classics Goliath beat David in comparison 

fastest lap times by the margin of 8/100ths of a second. Anthony Bell (1966 Mini Cooper S) and David Ingram 

(1957 Jaguar MkVII M) had a fierce battle for 

ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ aƛƪŜ ²ƛƭƪƛƴΩǎ 

Porsche 944 in their final race, the 1000cc 

ΨōǊƛŎƪΩ ŎƭƻŎƪŜŘ ŀ ōŜǎǘ мΦонΦтмΣ ǘƘŜ плллŎŎ 

ΨŎŀǘΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ мΦонΦрм ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

maybe bigger really is better. For the final 

Allcomers race there were a couple of 

interesting car swaps, Brock Cooley took over 

the wheel of .ǊŜƴŘƻƴ bŜƛƳŀƴΩǎ Iŀƴƪƻƻƪ 

Chev Camaro that had topped qualifying and 

won two earlier races, while Brendon lined 

ǳǇ ƛƴ WƻƘƴ wǳǎƘΩǎ с-litre Ford Escort that was 

also a winner. Brock won the handicap six lapper by more than 20 seconds while Brendon crossed the line in 

ммǘƘ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ōƻǘƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƭŀǇ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΩǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǇŜŘŀƭƭŜǊǎΦ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ aD 

/ƭŀǎǎƛŎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƪŜǇǘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ƛƴ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǊŀŎƛƴƎΧ    

wŜƴŀƳƛƴƎΦ aŀƴŦŜƛƭŘΩǎ ōƛƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǎǿŜŜǇŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻǾer the years, names that come to mind 

include Shell, Dunlop, Holden, Peugeot, Coca Cola and PepsiMax. The more observant may have noticed that at 

ǘƘŜ aD /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻŀǊŘƛƴƎǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎƻ ƻŦ ΨDh aŜŘƛŀΩΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-changes over the 

yŜŀǊǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŀǎ Ψ¢ǳǊƴ тΩΧ 

Another life revealed. In the Evening Standard 

newspaper dated Tuesday 16 May, and the Guardian 

newspaper dated Thursday 18 May there was 

photographic evidence that a prominent and long-time 

Manawatu Car Club member and hugely respected 

motorsport official is leading a double life. Brian Davies 

has entered the quirky and fantasy world of science 

ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǎǘŜŀƳ ǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ 

technology from the 19th century Victorian era - ƛǘΩǎ 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ{ǘŜŀƳǇǳƴƪƛƴƎΩΣ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΦ .Ǌƛŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǎƴŀǇǇŜŘ ŀǘ Ψ¢ƘŜ 

{ǘŜŀƳǇǳƴƪ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΩ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŀƭƳŜǊǎǘƻƴ bƻǊǘƘ 

City Library, a fun event that will surely grow in the coming years. Go and check your closet, there could be a 

{ǘŜŀƳǇǳƴƪŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘΧ  

Man of many hats. Ross Thurston has enjoyed a long association with motor sport. He has competed successfully 

on both bitumen (still does) and clay surfaces, the former in potent saloons, the latter in a speedway Superstock. 

Away from the track, many years ago Ross was a MCC Committee Member, in more recent times the Manawatu 


